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Registration system questioned Forum discusses piece
on sexual assault
by marika garland
Staff Writer

As students view their schedules for the spring semester, frustration, often directed at the registrar’s
office, is building.
“I think something has to be
changed because a lot of people
seem to have screwed up schedules,”
Morgan Azinger ’12 said.
“I don’t generally think it’s the
students’ fault because there are so
many decisions we have to make,”
Emily Neal ’12 said. “I think it’s
something with the system.”
“It’s even frustrating for the
advisers at times because a lot
of times it’s solving a puzzle for
students,” Professor of Art Karen
Snouffer said.
According to Registrar Ellen
Harbourt, however, most problems
students face with registration are
not the fault of the registrar’s of-

fice. “We don’t really have any control over anything except occasionally making mistakes,” Harbourt
said, “so people not getting the
classes they want, those decisions
are made by departments” through
prerequisites and allotting a certain
number of seats to students in different years.
Harbourt then added, “Sometimes we get changes in the schedule after students start turning in
forms. So those are things that are
all beyond our control.”
Students also play a role in
problems with registration, according to Harbourt. Common mistakes
include “not putting down alternate
options, …forgetting to put down
important pieces of information
and putting down classes that are
all at the same time.”
Harbourt suggested that students plan ahead as well. “The day
they were due, we probably had

several hundred students pick up
their forms and then bring them
back, and they’re not really giving
themselves enough time to think
about it.”
However, problems still do
occur for students who follow
Harbourt’s advice. “I only got two
classes,” said Azinger, even though
she requested four and wrote down
two alternates for each class that
failed to appear in her schedule.
Problems like these have led
many students to think about the
possibility of completely computerized registration.
If registration was entirely
online, “there would probably be
fewer mistakes,” said Azinger.
Conversely, faculty and students also want to maintain the
personal interactions that occur as
a result of the advising system at
the College.
see Registration, page 2

International Education Week

by Sarah queller
News Editor

In response to “Rape: fraternities
at fault” (Nov. 6, 2008), 102 students,
professors and administrators attended
a forum Tuesday, Nov. 12 in Samuel
Mather Hall to discuss the article, its
responses and how the College can begin
to address the issues it presented.
Rita Seabrook ’09, the article’s author, opened the meeting by addressing
why she arranged the forum, which she
said was “to start a constructive and more
respectful discussion of the article and the
responses.” She said the discussion was
aimed at “looking critically at Kenyon’s
social environment.”
The forum was moderated by Jessie
Smith ’09, who limited each response to
one minute, and steered students away
from personal attacks.

This exhibit of photos in the Olin Atrium, taken by students in off-campus study
(OCS) programs, is part of International Education Week, sponsored by the Office of
International Education.
International Education Week, which began on Monday, Nov. 10 and continues
through Saturday, Nov. 15, aims to celebrate not only the experiences of students who
participate in OCS, but also the contributions of Kenyon’s international students. According to the Office of International Education, approximately half of each year’s junior
class studies abroad, and students from 33 foreign countries study here, according to the
Office of Admissions.
Many campus organizations, including Kenyon Film Society, the Kenyon College
Ballroom Dance Club and ADELANTE, have already sponsored events. International
Education Week will culminate on Saturday, Nov. 15 at 8:00 p.m. in the Kenyon Athletic
Center with an International Festival sponsored by the Ohio Department of Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS).
—Monica Kriete

see Forum, page 2

Registration prevents
students from voting
by August steigmeyer
News Assistant

Monica Kriete

“My goal as moderator was to make
sure things stayed at a discussion level
[and] to make sure that everyone had an
opportunity to speak,” Smith said after
the meeting.
The forum began with a discussion
of the definition of “rape culture” and
of Kenyon’s party scene and how it may
promote gender inequality.
Rape culture, framed in the psychological rhetoric used inSeabrook’s original
article, can be determined by a culture’s
attitudes toward women, relationships
and aggression, which make it either
“rape-free” or “rape-prone.”
“If women are not comfortable
coming forward, that promotes a rapeprone culture,” Seabrook said.
Professor of Religious Studies Vernon Schubel said sexually assaulted
women are afraid to come forward,

Election officials told several
students that they were ineligible
to vote when the students arrived
at the polls on Nov. 4. “I got to the
voting place and they said that I
wasn’t on the list,” Becca Roth ’10
said. “I called ‘election detection’
hotline and they said that I wasn’t
registered.”
Matt Riley ’10 said that he
filled out the forms at Kenyon and
turned them into the Kenyon College Students for Barack Obama
group but was unable to cast an
official vote on Election Day. “I
filled out everything and they said
it should be fine and then I went
on that Tuesday and they said that I
wasn’t registered,” Riley said.
“I didn’t really care at first,”
said Riley, “In all honesty I try to
vote but it’s just one vote.” Riley
met other people at the polls who
had also turned in the proper forms
only to find that they were not on
the list and that’s what frustrated
him the most. “It did make me mad
that multiple people were having
the same problem,” he said, “I was
angry at the group that was registering people, I’m frustrated that [the
form] didn’t go through.”
Roth said that, at first, she was
frustrated that she was unable to participate in the 2008 election. “At the
time I was really annoyed because it
was my first time voting and I was
really excited about it,” Roth said,
“especially because Ohio is such
an important state, I was really, re-

ally upset.” However, after seeing the
election results, Roth says that she is
not as disappointed about failing to
participate. “Now that everything is
okay, I’m not as upset about it.”
Neither student is entirely sure
why their forms were not registered,
but they did speculate on where the
error might have occurred. “I don’t
know what exactly happened,” Roth
said. “A couple of other people also
weren’t registered and they said that
they had registered through Kenyon
students for Barack Obama.” Roth
turned her form in to the student
organization as well and said that
she felt that Students for Obama
had lost the form. “I thought they
did something wrong,” she said. “I
e-mailed them and they said that I
hadn’t filled it out right.”
“I was told that if there was a
problem with the registration card
that I should have been given a notice
in the mail and if I would have been
registered then I would have been
notified of that as well,” Riley said,
“but I didn’t get either which makes
me think that [The Knox County
Board of Elections] didn’t get it, or
if they did get it then they made a
mistake.”
Riley and Roth both said that
they were not informed about an
important aspect of the registration
process: a voter confirmation slip
delivered in the mail. “I didn’t know
that we were supposed to get some
kind of confirmation,” Roth said.
“It’s frustrating,” Riley said, “to
think that you’ve done everything
you should have and then you show
up and you’re not registered.”
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Registration: add/ Forum: co-ed frats considered
drop period underway
From page 1

or see people face to face, those are
From page 1
the wrong reasons to have online
“I do like the element of hu- registration. … Students ask us a
man contact,” Azinger said
lot of questions when they turn in
“It seems like by now [registra- their forms and when they pick up
tion] should be done online,” said forms and that’s a really important
Snouffer, “but I also think our interaction for us, otherwise we
registrar’s office is pretty amazing, just become those people behind
and I know that they work really the computer screen and that’s not
hard to
a satisf ying
keep
job.”
e v e r yIf s t u o n e
dents do find
happy.”
mistakes
“I
with their
think
schedules,
o n e
they should
o f th e
“come in and
th ing s
ask us,” said
- Emily Neal ‘12 Harbourt.
t h a t
“If
ma kes
we make misKenyon rather unusual, even among takes, we will correct them. We’ll
liberal arts colleges, is the degree do whatever we can.”
to which the advising process is
If students are still unhappy
taken seriously by the faculty,” said with their schedules, starting MonMcMullen. “I think it’s not just day, November 10, the registrar’s ofabout building a relationship with fice will have a weeklong add/drop
a student, but also about trying period, according to Harbourt. The
to understand what the student’s next one will be the first seven class
larger needs are in terms of, not just days of the spring semester.
course choices, but aspirations for
Snouffer also offered advice to
careers or particular ambitions to students not admitted to classes they
study abroad.”
requested. “As soon as registration’s over
“I think [online registration] and they don’t get in a class,” said Snouffer,
would take away part of what they should “immediately write to the
makes Kenyon a community,” said teacher to be put on a waitlist.”
Neal.
As registration concludes, stu“Students have asked in the dents should remember not to “treat
past about online registration and registration as something that is a
my answer is always, ‘What are mechanical event,” said McMullen.
you hoping to gain from online “It is a part of a larger conversation
registration?’” said Harbourt. “If about what you want to accomplish
it’s not having to leave your room as a student.”

[Online registration] would
take away part of what makes
Kenyon a community

particularly if the perpetrator is a member
of a fraternity, a sentiment that was later
echoed by many female students and by
Professor of Psychology Linda Smolak,
who said fraternities should call meetings
to address this issue.
“What does it say to men on this
campus that women aren’t comfortable?”
Dean of Students Tammy Gocial said.
Seabrook also said she was afraid
that the response to her article may
deter students from speaking out in the
future.
Several fraternity members said they
felt personally attacked by the article, but
there was a general consensus that the
article brought to light a significant and
ignored issue. One member of a fraternity
said he felt “like [he] was persecuted,” even
though he is a Beer and Sex advisor.
Though there was some discussion
of the personal attacks directed at Seabrook, many Greek students said those
all-all-student e-mails or opinions were
not representative of the Greek community at large.
“I expected an all-Stu war,” Seabrook
said. “I did not expect harassment. I did
not expect threats. I did not expect to
feel unsafe.”
In the meeting, Sarah Masel ’09 said
that since the article was published, women and men have not discussed the article
together, and that it is important that the
article spur more cohesive dialogue.
Early in the discussion, students
grappled with how to have fun at parties
without promoting a rape culture, and
questioned how students could change
Kenyon’s social environment.
Students’ suggestions included
facilitating communication between
party throwers and Sexual Misconduct

Advisors, continuing education beyond
Beer and Sex for first-years and attaching
Sexual Misconduct Advisors to every
student organization with at least 20
members.
Some students pointed out Greeksponsored parties that objectify women,
such as the “Golf Pros and Tennis Hos”
party, and there was more general discussion about Greek organizations’ domination of Kenyon’s social scene.
Students also discussed finding a
place for large parties that are in a neutral,
non-Greek location, such as Weaver Cottage, Gund Commons, the Ernst Center
or Peirce Hall.
Seabrook said the College should
not allow Greek organizations whose
membership is based on gender. Smolak
analogized Greek organizations to groups
that discriminate on the basis of race,
because students cannot change their race
or their gender.
Schubel proposed that all Greek
organizations become co-ed, but many
members of Greek organizations and
some independent students disagreed.
“There are a lot of alumni to this
day that do not give us money because of
the decision to move us to co-education,”
Gocial said.
Senior Jordan Pedersen, a member
of the Archon Society, a co-ed fraternity,
said there may not be “a way to do a small
co-ed organization at the same level of a
fraternity or sorority simply because of
commitment [and] simply because of
gender dynamics.”
“A lot of these fraternities are wellestablished; some have been around
for over 100 years, and you can’t just
erase that,” Martha Gregory ’10 said.
“Fraternities have created a problem
but it can’t be eradicated overnight …
they are a really great part of the Kenyon

tradition, [which] makes it more difficult
to change.”
“The history is something that
makes fraternities so hard to deal with,”
Sam Kling ’09 said, “but on the other
hand, you look at it like a patriarchal history and there are a lot of negative aspects
of it, and how do you sort those out?”
Seabrook said she supports the
notion of co-ed Greek organizations.
She said, however, that “if the fraternity
members are serious about creating an
environment where gender is equal, then
… they would meet the proposal with
open arms, but I’m not sure that they
would, and I think that that’s why it’s
important that if they don’t they have
consequences.”
Seabrook suggested that Greek
organizations lose their lounges until they
become co-ed.
Gocial said that if the College were
to mandate co-ed Greek life, it would face
a revolt from students and alumni. “We’ve
had lawsuits when we’ve tried to address
things like division housing,” she said.
Gocial said the College would
consider “a conversation that’s sensitive
to students [and to] alumni.”
“Whatever we do, it has to be together,” she said.
After the meeting, Seabrook said her
goals were “to have a more constructive
and respectful discussion about the article,
since the responses were so vicious.”
Smith said she thought the meeting was well-attended and productive.
“It brought together a whole bunch of
different people on campus–Greek, nonGreek, women, men,” she said.
“In the beginning the discussion was
more focused on the article as opposed to
whether there is a problem, but it got more
productive,” Kling said. “In the end, I think
everyone left a little more enlightened.”

Village Record

November 5, 2008 — November 12, 2008

Write for

the Collegian
e-mail
collegian@
kenyon.edu

Nov. 5, 1:07 a.m. — Fireworks being set off on South Quad.
Nov. 5, 10:00 p.m. — Vehicle accident at Leonard Hall. Sheriff ’s Office notified for a report.
Nov. 6, 12:52 a.m. — Medical call regarding ill student at Mather Residence. College Physician notified.
Nov. 6, 1:05 a.m. — Medical call regarding ill student at Mather Residence. Student later put in touch
with College Physician.
Nov. 6, 9:22 p.m. — Theft of items from Farr Hall. Report filed with the Sheriff ’s Office.
Nov. 7, 2:42 p.m. — Theft of item from locker at KAC. Report filed with the Sheriff ’s Office.
Nov. 8, 1:02 a.m. — Medical call at McBride Residence regarding intoxicated underage student. Student
will be watched by friends.
Nov. 8, 1:39 p.m. — Medical call regarding injured visiting rugby player. Person was given ice and College
Physician was contacted.
Nov. 8, 4:27 p.m. — Vandalism/broken ceiling tile at Hanna Hall.
Nov. 9, 2:10 a.m. — Underage intoxicated student at Hanna Hall. Friends will watch student.
Nov. 9, 4:53 a.m. — Vandalism/ashtray/trash can knocked over at Mather Residence.
Nov. 9, 6:16 p.m. — Theft of bicycle reported from outside Leonard Hall.
Nov. 9, 11:37 p.m. — Ill/intoxicated underage student at Mather Residence. Student will be watched by
roommate.
Nov. 10, 12:42 p.m. — Medical call at Peirce Hall regarding student injured by items thrown at him.
Student transported to the Health Center for stitches.
Nov. 10, 1:52 p.m. — Vandalism to card reader at Hanna Hall.
Nov. 11, 2:00 p.m. — Deer hitting maintenance vehicle on College Park Street. Sheriff ’s Office notified
to take care of the deer. There was no damage to the vehicle.
Nov. 12, 2:05 a.m. — Hit-and-run vehicle accident involving Campus Safety vehicle. Report filed with
Sheriff ’s Office.

To report a campus bias incident, please contact a Discrimination Advisor or submit the
anonymous form at www.kenyon.edu/equalopportunity.
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Old buildings, new uses: College
discusses fate of Bexley, Ernst
By leah finn
Staff Writer
As the construction of new
facilities takes us closer to completing the administration’s Master Plan, students wonder: What
will be the fate of the buildings on
campus no longer in use?
With the opening of the
College’s new studio art and art
history buildings next to Olin
Library, the former art department facilities—Bexley Hall and
the Meyer Art Center (commonly
known as the Art Barn)—will join
the growing list of obsolete sites
on campus, alongside the Ernst
Center and Gund Commons.
The Ernst Center, which was
replaced by the Kenyon Athletic
Center in 2005 and subsequently
was used as a temporary dining
hall while Peirce Hall was closed
for renovations from 2006-2008.
It will be torn down and replaced
with “green space,” according
to College President S. Georgia
Nugent.
Green space, Nugent said,
is an “area of land planted with
grass and trees, with no structures
on it.”
“This is a commitment we
made to the Village, as well as
to the College, to restore green
space,” Nugent said.
“We already have a lot of
green space,” Andy Hoffman ’11
said. “It should be turned into
something useful.”
Charlie Bitterman ’11 suggested that the “green space” be
used for additional intramural
sports fields. “Ernst should be
turned into a green space with
[ intramural ] and club sports
fields, with trees surrounding it,”
he said.

Students understand the need
to level Ernst, which Nugent said
is unsuitable to be renovated for
another purpose.
“Gund and Ernst, two ugly,
outdated, unusable buildings, can
go,” Brian Henderson ’10 said. “I
think the more historic buildings on
campus, the better.”
The fate of Bexley Hall, the
historic brick landmark at the northernmost end of Middle Path which
currently houses art department offices, classrooms and studios, is still
uncertain, according to Nugent.
“At this point, no decisions
have been made about how [Bexley
Hall] may be reused,” Nugent said.
“As we move closer to the time when
these possibilities for adaptation
and reuse become a reality, we will
institute a process for gathering ideas
and proposals and determining how
best to meet the future needs of the
College.”
Student opinion about the
future use of Bexley Hall, however,
is clear.
“ There is something really
specific about Bexley that to me has
an artistic quality,” Will Wong ’09
said. “What I think they should do
is maintain that, because I think it’s
a really special area. To see it turned
into something else saddens me.”
Art majors Emmet Duff ’09
and Katharine Watson ’09 agree that
Bexley Hall, which was constructed
between 1839 and 1858, offers a
sense of history to the campus.
“I know that they won’t need
it anymore, but Bexley art building
really does have a wonderful charm
to it,” Duff said. “I feel like whatever they do, they’re going to end
up renovating it, which will take
away some of its crappiness, which
is part of its charm. But I mean, the
new art facilities will probably be

fantastic.”
“I think that it’s very important
that they keep the building looking
as it is on the outside,” Watson said.
“And there are a lot of really good architectural details inside that I think
it’s important that they preserve. It
is a really important part of Kenyon,
especially because it’s at the other
end of Middle Path.”
The lower level of Gund Commons will be renovated into office
space for different departments of
Student Life, such as the Student
Activities Center (SAC) and the
Career Development Center according to Dean of Students Tammy
Gocial.
“We are very hopeful that a
more central location for the CDC,
especially given the proximity to
other offices, will allow students to
make connections with the CDC
staff sooner in their Kenyon careers,”
Gocial said. Plans for the vacated
CDC and SAC buildings have not
been finalized.
According to Gocial, the Gund
kitchen will remain in use for catering events in Gund Ballroom and for
preparing meals for Grab ‘n’ Go.
“It is our hope that [Gund]
will become a nice gathering space
on the north end of campus that
may be able to remain open later at
night than MiddleGround to serve
students who are studying later at
night,” Gocial said.
Students expressed interest in
having the unused floor of Gund
made into a student-friendly area
which provided food, similar to other universities’ “student unions.”
“Gund would be great as a
late-night dining hall,” Travis Cook
’10 said.
“I think that would be amazing,” Duff said. “When everyone
gets together in Gund, it’s magic.”

Student Council
• Student Council discussed the Health Center. The Student Life Committee plans to prepare
a survey for students to voice their opinions.
• The heads of committees gave reports to Student Council.
• Academic Affairs discussed the continuing issue of study spaces for students. Rather than
leaving Ascension open 24 hours, the College may try to improve Peirce as a study space.
• The Senior Class Committee will hold their Senior Soirée on Saturday, November 15, where
they will announce this year’s commencement speaker.
• The Social Board will hold their Winter Concert on December 12 in Upper Dempsey.
• The Junior Class Committee will have a dinner for their class in Peirce.
• The Student Lectureships Committee is in the process of choosing a speaker for the spring
semester.
• The Housing and Dining Committee is going over reports on themed housing and discussing
the possibility of eliminating trays in Peirce.
• The BFC has allocated approximately $45,000 to student organizations so far this year.
• The Communications Committee is working on getting the Student Council website back up
and will soon be printing posters with the pictures and office hours of Student Council members.
• The Greek Council discussed rush and parties at the College.
• Safety and Security held a Light Walk to determine parts of campus that need more lighting.
They will likely be adding lights to the part of Middle Path that is currently unlit.
•	First Year Council is reviewing Matriculation Day and may be setting up a website.
• The Sophomore Class Committee discussed communication between them and their class.
To facilitate this, they will likely soon have a table at Peirce and a pancake breakfast. They are also
discussing service projects.
—Marika Garland

The inside of the Ernst Center.

The Meyer Art Center.

Inside Gund Commons.

Bexley Hall.

august steigmeyer

katie Furlett

Wesley keyser

Katie Furlett

Trustees award three
professors tenure
By henley cox
Staff Writer

“It’s the last big promotion,
so it is very exciting. There is no
higher rank,” said Professor of
Biology M. Siobhan Fennessy, one
of three faculty members recently
granted full tenure by the College’s
trustees. Professor of Asian History Ruth Dunnell and Professor of
Physics Timothy Sullivan were also
promoted to full professors, and
are now guaranteed an indefinite
teaching position at Kenyon.
Professors with full tenure
have completed a three-step promotion process in which they
proved a strong record of research,
teaching and administrative service, according to Fennessy.

Timothy Sullivan

Timothy Sullivan has been
teaching physics at Kenyon for
17 years, but he was in Sri Lanka
when he was notified of his promotion. Last spring, he was named a
Fulbright Scholar, which allowed
him to begin teaching and doing
research at the University of Peradeniya in Kandy, Sri Lanka.
“I have a strong belief that
it is a critical part of a science
education in the 21st century to
learn about how science is done
internationally,” Sullivan said.
“For several years now, I have
recommended that every science
student spend a semester abroad,
preferably in Asia, which is rapidly
becoming the new hub of scientific
research. Recently, I decided that I
see Faculty, page 4
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Faculty: Sullivan, Dunnel, Fennessy given tenure
From page 3

should take my own advice and that
led me to apply for the Fulbright
program.”
Sullivan said he has loved
physics since he was a little boy.
Currently his research surrounds
creating computer simulations of
physical systems.
Ruth Dunnel
Ruth Dunnel, whose area of
expertise is premodern Chinese
history, has been teaching at Kenyon since 1989. Currently, she
is writing a manuscript about the
social history of the Central Asian
and Muslim people who helped the
Mongols to govern China in the
13th and 14th centuries.
“When I first began studying
Chinese history there was very
little known about it,” she said. “It
has been a very exciting and tumultuous subject to delve into.”
Dunnell said that she did not
answer the phone when President
S. Georgia Nugent called to tell
her she was named a full professor.

“It’s on my voicemail somewhere,”
she said. “It was a great message to
receive.”

can be mitigated.
In 2001, Fennessy was awarded the Robert J. Tomsich Science
Award for excellence in scientific
M. Siobhan Fennessy
research.
The professors agreed that the
M. Siobhan Fenness y ha s most important thing they have
been teaching at Kenyon for seven learned at Kenyon is how to teach
years.
well.
“I spend a lot
“A s y o u
of time examining
probably know,
restoration ecolthe un-talked
og y in wetlands,
a b o ut f a c t i s
how to take areas
that professors
that have b e en
are not trained
damaged and reto teach in any
store them back
real way,” Sulto what ecosyslivan said. “We
tem they used to
- Timothy Sullivan are a ll prett y
have. It is not that
much just
easy,” she said. “It
thrown into
is actually very complex but you the classroom in our first year
can do some real environmental for ‘on-the-job’ training, so … the
good. The wetlands are the worlds greatest thing I have learned from
greatest ecosystem; they are worth working at Kenyon is how to teach
saving.”
physics well.”
Fennessy is also interested in
“The students keep on changurbanization issues of sprawl. She is ing every year, so the most interexamining how changing urbaniza- esting thing I have learned is how
tion affect natural ecosystems, and to teach, and how to teach well,”
how the ill effects of these changes Dunnell said.

Timothy Sullivan

... Professors are
not trained to teach in
any real way

Paid Advertisement

Ruth Dunnel

M. Siobhan Fennessy

New art
buildings
delayed
By lizzie bernstein
Staff Writer
Following the decision of the Board
of Trustees, construction of the new art
building that will be located next to Olin
Library has been delayed. According to
Tom Lepley, director of facilities planning, the College rejected all of the bids
and has decided to wait for a more stable
economy before they rebid.
“We had an excellent turnout this
bid. The mechanical, the electrical and the
structural (steel, concrete), the big parts of
the building, averaged 6-7 companies that
bid on each of these major items,” Lepley
said. “All of them were Ohio companies
and they were all very interested in the job,
and they still are.”
According to Lepley all of the bids
came in around $12.5-13 million. “Basically the company’s bid includes labor,
material and all of it is locked in from
their suppliers,” Lepley said, “But if you’re
buying a big chiller for the job, you’re putting a price down today for what you’re
going to pay for the chiller 6-8 months
out. And that’s the problem. The bidders
don’t know how much the chiller is going
to cost, so their bids compensate for that
and that’s why we think waiting until the
markets settle down will be beneficial in
the end.”
According to Lepley, delaying construction will allow the bidding companies more time to get a sense of the actual
price of things. “We don’t want to end up
covering the costs for inflation,”Lepley
said, “Things have been changing so
radically when we went out to bid with
this building until the time the bids were
returned was about three months and the
price of steel had gone up 40%. Those are
the uncertain things.”
According to Karen Snouffer, chair
of the studio art department, the art
department is prepared to wait for the
new facilities, which promise to improve
the studio art program at Kenyon. “The
new building will have] much more room
for equipment, and better ventilation in
sculpture; more space for digital imaging (therefore more computer stations);
more wall space in painting,” Snouffer
said. “The spaces will be beautiful and
efficient. The studios for the senior art
majors will be increased slightly in size,
definitely in quality, and will be located
all on one floor with the exception of
sculpture studios.”
This is an improvement many art
majors are excited about, though the
delay in construction has given some of
them reasons to worry. “I think at the
moment they just need more studio space
and I think our class is going to have a
lot of majors and that we’re all a little bit
concerned that we’re not going to have
enough room,” David Masnato ’11 said.
According to Lepley, the College
plans to accept re-bids in Jan. 2009. “
It usually takes 4 - 5 weeks for bidding
and we can probably if the trustees give
us the go ahead, we can award the mass
excavation and concrete pouring almost
immediately because there won’t be any
changes in that,” Lepley said.
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Tea parties and Quidditch:
New student organizations at Kenyon

By Abby Comstock-Gay
and alice lawson
Staff Writers

To start a new organization,
a group founder or founders
must write a mission statement
and a constitution outlining
their goals as an organization,
rules for how me eting s run,
the choosing of club officers
and membership. Along with
the founding rules and goals,
the potential new club must be
able to show an interest among
the student body. The group
founder or founders must then
get 12 signatures from members
of each class in the student body.
Finally, the group must attend a
hearing with the Student Life
Committee. With approval, a
club becomes official and may
ask for a budget from the Budget
and Finances Committee.
This semester, there are a handful of new organizations, some
which have actually been around
before. Among the new organizations are:
Quidditch
Last spring , Liz Gottmer
’10 saw a YouTub e vide o in
which Middlebur y Colleg e’s
“Muggle Quidditch Team” was
showcased, a real-life, albeit less
fantastical version, of the flyingbroom sport that Harry Potter
plays. She was inspired to bring
the same thing to Kenyon and
clicked on the link to sign up for
the league—the Intercollegiate
Quidditch Association. The
Ohio State University and Oberlin College also have teams in the
League, among the many others
nationally and internationally.
Unfortunately, Gottmer was too
late to apply for organization
approval last semester, but she
was able to get all the materials ready and was approved as
a club this semester. So far, the
membership is at 40, of which 12
came to the first meeting. “But
if I e-mailed and said we would
be out on Ransom Lawn with
broomsticks and balls, there
would be a huge number to show
up,” said Gottmer.
At this point, that is all the
club is waiting for. Once they
have equipment—brooms, flat
volleyballs for the quaffles and
playground balls for bludgers—
they will be set.
“Right now,” Gottmer said,
“everyone just keeps saying , ‘I
just want to play.’”
Gables
“ There is a hug e underground gay community at Kenyon,” said the current president
of Gables, who preferre d to
remain anonymous out of re-

spect to the nature of the group.
Gables is an organization based
on providing a support group and
social base for people not ready
to come out yet. The group was
originally founded around 2001
but eventually petered out and
had to be revamped last year.
“We’re a reinvigorated organization,” the president said.
Gables has around 40 members, of which ten to 25 regularly c ome to me eting s . The
group meets about once a week
and discusses issues such as what
it means to be gay on campus and
in society.
“We make more solid identities for ourselves and work on being confident in today’s society,”
the Gables president said.
The organization hopes to
foster an environment at Kenyon
in which people can be open
about being gay, but their agenda
is different than that of Unity
House or ALSO, whose goal is
more about being out there.
“Members of Gables are not
ready to be activists,” the president said. The focus of Gables
is more about making a viable
social scene for gays and lesbians,
a scene in which sexual orientation is not something one has to
ask about.
Paintball Club
The Paintball Club, headed
by James Beckett ’12, was started
two years ago but has become active again this year. The club organizes paintball games on a local
farm in Mount Vernon and is able
to buy their equipment through
school funding. They organize a
game about once a month with
usually about 15 to 20 interested
students. The Paintball Club encourages students who have never
played before to join.
Juggling Club
Juggling Club is another club
that has been revamped. When
Nathan Allen ’11, the current
club president, came to Kenyon
last year, there was no active club,
although there had been one the
year before. Allen took it upon
himself to get the information
about the club and ran it last year,
only this year finding out that it
had been unofficial. This year, the
club is official. They meet once a
week on Ransom Lawn, but Allen
has greater plans. Oberlin has an
annual circus parade in which students juggle and unicycle around
campus.
“ That’s something that I
think I would like to bring to
Kenyon,” he says. “Middle Path
would be perfect.”
Allen also envisions a Juggling Club show, but doubts stu-

Tea Society member Sasha Holston ’11 samples Lipton Bedtime Story tea.

dents’ willingness to participate.
“ When we’re jug g ling on
Ransom Lawn I frequently try to
get people involved by throwing
a ball at them, but many just seem
embarrassed and won’t stop. It
shocks me that people aren’t willing to make fools of themselves. …
A personal motto of mine is that,
‘Whether you dance or not you’re
going to look stupid, so you might
as well dance.’ We’d love to have
more people dancing.”
Motown Band
Motown Band, headed by Peter Johnson ’10, has been revived
since many of its members graduated in 2006. Originally called
Fruity and the Loops, the band
plays at many all-campus parties,
the Village Inn and other events
such as class dinners and Board of
Trustees parties. Motown Band
strives to provide the campus with
upbeat and danceable live music.
They have fun practicing their
music once or twice a week, and
at this point in the year perform
shows about every other week.
Grief and Bereavement Support Group
Thoug h not technically a
student organization, the Grief
and Bereavement Support Group
has been remodeled to include
two student facilitators: Kate
Gunby ’09 and Jenna Peskin
’10 are now working alongside
Amanda Kennedy, a g raduate
student from OSU who works
through the Counseling Center
as part of achieving her Masters
in Social Work.
“[Peskin] and I have both
taken Psych classes, and we both
have been trianed in peer counseling ,” said Gunby, althoug h
neither has formal instruction in
counseling.
“The group has been here as
long as we have attended Kenyon,”

sa id Peskin . “Before Amanda
came, it mostly consisted of getting together in a circle ... but it
is not a group to get together and
just cry. It is a place of identification for people to share a common
experience of loss.”
The group now tries to incorporate activities, including
going out for dinner on occasion.
There are currently six members,
but more are expected for next
semester.
“It is not limited to those
who have lost a parent. It could be
a sibling, or a friend. We are here
for anyone experiencing the loss
of a loved one,” said Gunby.
The group meets every Tuesday at 4:15 in the Sykes House
Lounge.
Tea Society
The Tea Society, headed by
Ethan Bernstein ’12, is a group

Courtesy of Sasha Holston

of diehard tea drinkers who enjoy
both the experience of drinking
tea and sharing their passion for
tea with others. Bernstein himself
generally goes through about a
pot a day. His favorite teas include
November 3’s Yunan Imperial, a
Chinese black tea with bold wiry
leaves and, in his words, “a taste
somewhat akin to a nice fall day.”
The Tea Society believes that tea
is a beverage that has importance
both in Eastern and Western
cultures and, besides being delicious, can also be used to bridge
the gaps between the two sides of
the world in the future.
Additional new groups unavailable for interview: Libertarians, German Club, Building
Tomorrow-Kenyon.
Additional reporting by Richard Wylde.		
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Community responds to

Last week’s piece, “Rape: fraternities at fault” evoked strong responses among Kenyon students and faculty members.

A reaction from Greek Council

As a community, we were disappointed to find “Rape: fraternities at
fault” (Nov. 6th, 2008) published in the
Collegian. We believe that this article
neither accurately describes the Kenyon
social scene nor leads to the same conclusions that Rita Seabrook attempts to
construe. While this article tackled a very
real, very serious issue, in some ways, it felt
like a personal attack on an entire group
based on the generalized actions of very
few. While we believe rape and sexual
assault are serious issues Kenyon needs
to address, we do not believe this is due
to the presence of Greeks at Kenyon, nor
do we believe that the study, presented as
evidence, proves otherwise. Supporting
freedom of speech does not condone the
targeting of a general group and the use of
inaccurate data.
Targeting a much-stereotyped segment of the population, the author
supported her opinion with select pieces
of a study published 12 years ago and
performed at Lehigh University, a school
twice the size of Kenyon, with approximately one female student to every two
male students. The fraternities at this
school counted nearly 50 percent of the
campus amongst their members and
threw parties at their private fraternity
houses. At Kenyon, however, lounges are
communal, and the only tie to their individual organizations is historical in nature.
Approximately one-third of Kenyon students are Greek, and no typical fraternity
“houses” exist here as party venues. The
study described high-risk fraternity parties
as less friendly, with naked men on the
dance floor and women and men rarely
smiling or laughing. As many can attest,
this is not typical of a Kenyon lounge
party. The women interviewed described
“hooking up” as something they would do
only with men they cared about and that it
would not involve sexual intercourse.
If you would like to read the entire study, the Web address is http://
gas.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/10/2/133. In conclusion, the
research stated that “change may not
require abolishing fraternities; rather,
it may require promoting settings that
facilitate positive gender roles.” We in the
Greek community agree with this conclusion and believe that the Greek system
at Kenyon is not similar to the high-risk
environment described in this study. The
many inconsistencies between this environment and Kenyon are obvious. We
encourage everyone to read more of the
extensive research done on the relationship between fraternities, rape culture and
alcohol to increase your own education.
Many studies found that fraternities were
not responsible for any higher probability

of the existence of a rape culture.
While the Collegian professes to be
non-partisan and to publish articles based
on their writers’ rights to free speech, we
are concerned about the slanderous nature
of this article. We don’t question their
willingness to publish the article based on
the merit of its subject. However, besides
the inflammatory and distasteful title, it
is questionable that the Collegian would
publish this article addressing such a serious issue based on the evidence provided
and the conclusions reached when it may
have been confronted more effectively
by a writer hoping to address a serious
problem rather than to attack a segment
of the population.
To suggest that sororities exist “to
justify the presence of fraternities” is incorrect and disrespectful to the many women
who are active members of the sororities
at Kenyon and who play important roles
not only as social organizations and active
participants in the Greek community
but also as leaders, voices and resources
for the women on the Kenyon campus.
Fraternities throw more parties solely
due to their numbers and infrastructure,
which is more conducive to the organization of events that demand significant
time and financial commitments. They
possess more numbers and a more secure
place in the social scene because they are
backed by nearly 150 years of existence,
while sororities have just begun to settle
into a permanent place in the Kenyon
community, coming into existence at
most only 21 years ago. With time, these
organizations can be expected to be as
firmly a part of Kenyon and the social
system as the fraternities are now.
The Greek community has been
fighting to address our stereotypes for
years. In the Kenyon community, rape is
a problem we should all work together
to end, rather than assuming that it is
simply the fault of those who facilitate the
recreational social scene. If the opinions
represented in this article represent those
of a larger constituency, we urge them to
come to the Greeks and help us make
parties more comfortable and less intimidating. However, Kenyon lounge parties
continue to be filled with crowds of happy
students who enjoy the chance to have fun
with their friends over a drink. Parties are
a fun social service that we work hard to
provide for our fellow students. Independent of any administratively structured
program, fraternity and sorority members
have promoted a safe party environment
by looking out for individuals at their
parties who may not be capable of making
the best choices, walking them home or
finding them a responsible friend, rather
than leaving their fate up to chance and

poor judgment. Every year, Greeks play
an integral role during Take Back the
Night week, helping to spread awareness
of sexual assault and the issues surrounding it, hosting events and helping to throw
the carnival at the end of the week. We run
Safedrives, a volunteer group of Greeks
who commit themselves to ensuring that
students return home safely at the end of
the night. Many Greeks also volunteer
at New Directions, a women’s shelter in
Mount Vernon.
We hope you feel that you could
walk into any party without fear of abuse
and leave at the end of the night with
nothing but positive feelings towards the
organization hosting the party. When
you attend a party, realize that, perhaps
with the exception of the Archons, attendees often significantly outnumber the
members of the host organization. There
are steps we can begin taking now to help
reduce the risk of sexual assault, which we
hope to discuss with anyone interested in
an open forum in the near future. In the
meantime, you can take your own steps if
you feel uncomfortable. Alcohol plays a
huge role in college social life and in creating higher-risk situations. While you can’t
control the behavior of others, you can
change your own behavior to avoid ending
up in an unsafe place. To help people feel
more comfortable about coming forward
when sexual assault occurs, chanages can
be made to make the process more inviting and less threatening. We encourage
concerned students to come to us or any of
the other resources on campus, such as the
women from Crozier, sexual misconduct
advisors, Kenyon Men, administrators or
others in finding more effective ways of
reducing sexual assault at Kenyon.
Alexandra Roland ’09
Greek Council President
Marcus Hough ’10
Vice-President for Rush and Public Relations
Jack Robling ’10
Vice-President for Internal Affairs
Mike Hermanson ’10
Beta Theta Pi President
Kyle McBurney ’09
Psi Upsilon President
Keith Shayon-Nowlan ’09
Alpha Delta Phi President
Dan Butters ’09
Delta Phi President
David Still ’09
Phi Kappa Sigma President
Amanda Schermer ’09
Epsilon Delta Mu President
Elizabeth West ’10
Zeta Theta Phi President

Psychology professors back Seabrook’s piece
We are members of the Psychology
Department at Kenyon. As scientists, we
believe that an issue is best understood by
examining relevant data. In our opinion,
Rita Seabrook took a data-based approach
in her recent Collegian article about fraternities and rape culture (“Rape: fraternities

at fault,” Nov. 6, 2008). As such, she adopted a serious and measured evaluation of the
culture at Kenyon. It is our understanding
that some of the responses to her attempt
to initiate a discussion on this topic have
involved personal attacks, profanity and
veiled threats. We are deeply distressed

by such responses. We sincerely hope that
people who respond to her article instead
adopt an approach more consistent with
Rita’s own. It is within such a framework
that we can have a fruitful and helpful
conversation about an issue that affects
every member of our community.

—Associate Professor of Psychology Dana Krieg, Samuel B. Cummings Jr. Professor of Psychology Michael Levine, Assistant Professor of Psychology Irene Lopez, Associate Professor of Psychology Hewlet McFarlane, Assistant Professor of Psychology Paula Millin, Professor of Psychology Sarah Murnen, Associate Professor of Psychology
Tabitha Payne, Samuel B. Cummings Jr. Professor of Psychology Linda Smolak, Visiting Assistant Professor of Psychology Andrea White

Reactions
to piece
disappoint
We at the Collegian have paid close
attention to the reactions to last week’s
Opinions piece by Rita Seabrook (“Rape:
fraternities at fault,” Nov. 6, 2008) and feel
that they leave something to be desired.
While we hoped that an intelligent, campus-wide discussion
would have resulted from Ms.
Seabrook’s piece, what actually
occurred was far from that.
While the attacks on the
Collegian voiced via all-student
e-mail or face-to-face between
students and Collegian editorial staff were frustrating and
far from the point, the threats
to Ms. Seabrook were disgusting
and, frankly, disappointing. We
expected better from you, Kenyon, than
circulating Ms. Seabrook’s cell phone
number via all-stu and encouraging
threats and personal attacks. The irony
that a piece regarding the personal safety
of female students has prompted a female
student to receive threats regarding her
personal safety is not lost on us, and we
hope it is not lost on you.
We were, however, pleased that so
many students were willing to attend
the discussion that the students in the
Psychology of Women hosted. Though
students left the discussion with mixed
opinions, most agreed that the it had
generated discussion on the topic, which
is a great place to start. We think that,
while the topic is uncomfortable, enraging and concerning, among other things,
it is better that the topic is now being
openly discussed instead of whispered
with shame by those worried about the
state of Kenyon’s social scene.
We recognize that you may be disappointed in us for a number of reasons.
We realize that the title “Rape: fraternities
at fault” may seem incendiary to some,
but it does summarize her article as accurately as can be done in 27 characters
or fewer. Ms. Seabrook included no title
with her piece and it fell to us to create
one. Perhaps adding a question mark
would have made it less inflammatory,
but we saw no question in Ms. Seabrook’s
tone. We don’t, however, produce a newspaper for people who don’t read it past
its headlines. Reading only the headline
cannot deliver the entire story in any
other section of any paper, nor should it
in the Opinions section.
We are not ashamed of the decision
to print Ms. Seabrook’s piece. The Opinions page provides a place for members of
the Kenyon community to express their
thoughts regarding the community. Ms.
Seabrook had as much right to do that as
anyone else does.
We at the Collegian hope that the
members of the Kenyon community
can move past the controversy and onto
thoughtful discussion regarding the concerns raised in Ms. Seabrook’s article and
what can be done to alleviate them.

staff editorial
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Piece on sexual misconduct

It quickly became the most-read piece in the history of our Web site. We have therefore chosen to dedicate the entirety of this week’s Opinions section to the topic .

Letter from the Crozier Center
On behalf of the Crozier Center
for Women Board, we would like to
address the recent Opinions article
by Rita Seabrook (“Rape: fraternities at fault,” Nov. 6, 2008) and the
subsequent student responses. First
and foremost, we want to stress that
Rita’s article brings forward the very
important and under-addressed issue
of sexual assault on our campus. Her
article was better researched than
most that appear in the Opinions
section, and regardless of judgments
on the application of that research to
her broader argument, we stand
behind her decision to submit
her work and the
Collegian’s decision to print the
article, although
we do not stand
behind the highly inflammatory and
misleading title.
Sexual assault and rape culture
are issues that affect the entire campus, men and women, Greek and
independent. Rita’s article offered an
opportunity to open up a dialogue,
regardless of your position on her arguments. Unfortunately, this dialogue

immediately took a malicious turn. Instead of engaging in respectful debate,
some students found it necessary to
personally attack Rita over all-student
e-mail. These e-mails used tactics of
intimidation, telling her to “go f***
yourself ” and included references to
her cell phone number and a link to
her photo on Facebook.
The public responses were overwhelmingly negative, and many were
personal attacks. Missing from this
debate was public support for Rita’s
article. While a few had the courage
to express support, in most
cases, they issued
strong disclaimers assuring other
students that they
didn’t actually
agree with any of
the logic in her
article. We believe that the nature of
these responses brings to light another
issue—“the culture of silence” on
our campus. It is no coincidence that
Take Back the Night Week’s motto
is “breaking the silence” surrounding
sexual assault. People are afraid to talk
about the issue and how the volatile
response to Rita’s article provides a

Sexual assault is an
issue that should be
taken seriously by the
entire community

In defense of discourse
The ad hominem attacks on Rita
Seabrook in response to her article in
Thursday’s Collegian (“Rape: fraternities
at Fault,” Nov. 6, 2008) pose a threat to the
free exchange of ideas on this campus and
belittle an issue that merits serious attention. These negative responses have the
capacity to inspire fear in others who want
to share their reasoned views on a controversial subject. If the Kenyon community
wants continue to foster intellectual rigor
and conscientiousness, it is imperative
that we create an atmosphere in which
dialogue, not debasement, is the norm.
These despicable reactions do not simply
paint a few individuals or organizations
in a negative light; they reflect poorly on
all of us as members of the Kenyon community. This is a place where we learn how
to analyze arguments, think about them
critically and craft a cogent response. It is
a shame that a number of our fellow community members were either unwilling or
unable to put those skills to use.
These immature personal attacks
seem to reflect a deep misunderstanding
of Ms. Seabrook’s argument. She does
not accuse certain individuals or organizations of perpetrating the majority
of sexual assaults at Kenyon but merely
argues that these organizations help to
foster an environment in which they
are more likely to occur. The argument
is very clear: the author describes some
of the risk factors for sexual assault that
characterize a “rape-prone culture,” a welldocumented social phenomenon, and a
typical Old Kenyon lounge party. She
draws some correlations between the former and the latter—poor lighting, loud
music, no space for socializing, etc.— as

do several of her classmates in written
testimonies. Ms. Seabrook concludes
that a party scene dominated by fraternities may not be the best environment for
minimizing sexual assault. Whether or
not you agree with her conclusion, her
arguments are straightforward and supported by sound evidence. Although a
number of the all-student e-mail responses
to Ms. Seabrook’s article did address the
more substantive aspects of her argument,
those that included name-calling, threats
and encouragements to contact her at
home most certainly did not.
Ms. Seabrook’s article brings up a
serious issue that merits a real discussion.
Sexual assault at Kenyon is rarely discussed
after first-year orientation. The Kenyon
handbook states: “Sexual assault occurs
when a student engages in sexual relations with another student without the
person’s verbal consent.” How many of
us knew that? The uproar following Ms.
Seabrook’s article demonstrates that the
issue merits more education, dialogue and
deliberation. A first step could be a program that teams up Greek organizations
with one of Kenyon’s sexual misconduct
advisors to discuss their role in Kenyon’s
party scene and ways to mitigate the risk
of sexual assault. As we continue to discuss
this issue as a community, other suggestions should be welcomed.
We all have a stake in this community, and we all want it to be a place where
students feel comfortable voicing their
opinions and respectfully engaging their
critics. As we continue this discussion, it
is in our best interest to keep it pointed
and respectful.
—Elizabeth Scheltens ‘09

tangible example of the reason behind
that fear. Additionally, the “culture of
silence” at Kenyon isn’t limited to just
sexual assault. To criticize the Greek
system publicly, in many cases, is to ostracize yourself socially. This prevents
open and meaningful discussion about
our social system that could potentially
benefit the entire community, Greek
and independent.
While we would never expect
everyone to agree with Rita’s assertions, we are incredibly disappointed
in the way that this opportunity to
engage in an important discussion was
turned into personal attacks against a
single female student. Sexual assault
is an issue that should be taken seriously by the entire community, and
we hope that the campus will now use
this opportunity to look inward at our
personal and social practices and hold
ourselves accountable for prevention.
Finally, we hope that we will all strive
to create a community in which any
student can feel comfortable bringing
this problem forward in both public
and private forums.
—Risa Griffin ’09, Tracy Menzel ’09,
Alicia Johnston ’11, and Mallory EwerSpeck ’12, Lauren Zurbrugg ’09, Emily
Wolfe ’11

Issue merits balanced discussion
There has been a lot made of Ms. Rita
Seabrook’s article published in the Collegian
last week (“Rape: fraternities at fault,” Nov.
6, 2008), and for good reason. It is libelous
and casts an awfully dark shadow on Greek
life at this school. However, she raises some
points that deserve
attention, and although I vehemently disagree with her
conclusion that fraternities at Kenyon
make the environment “rape-prone,”
we should all ask
ourselves—Greek or
independent—what
we can do to allay the
concerns of women
like Ms. Seabrook. It is a discussion that is
certainly worth having.
But to paint the entire Greek community as the cause of this discomfort and,
even worse, to accuse them of enabling a
“culture of rape” goes too far. The relationship between fraternities and independents
has always been tenuous, but the Greek
community has made tremendous strides in
assuaging those tensions. They spent the better part of three years crafting a constitution
that would make each fraternity responsible
for itself and, in a broader sense, for each

other. The article in last week’s Collegian was
based on loose facts, choosing to ignore the
strides that have been made in the culture
of Greek life and instead perpetuating false
perceptions of the Greek community. We
can all agree that many of the things that go
on at parties are unacceptable, but to place
the blame squarely on
the shoulders of fraternities is ignorant
and wrong.
However,
the diatribe Ms.
Seabrook gave the
Greek community is
far less troubling to
me than the response
her article received
over all-student e-mail. Pasting links to her
Facebook profile and making threatening
phone calls only goes to prove her point: not
all the women on campus feel as safe as they
should. The major flaw in Ms. Seabrook’s
article is that she blames only the Greek
community. But I think her article raises
issues that deserve some serious discussion;
we owe it to ourselves, our mothers, our
sisters and our friends to take a second look
at the way we all sometimes, intentionally or
unintentionally, objectify women.
—Arjav Ezekiel ’10

The major flaw in Ms.
Seabrook’s article is that
she blames only the
Greek community. But
... her article raises issues that deserve some
serious discussion

No hope in hearsay

Reflections on the election and discourse at Kenyon

Considering the hope that permeated the souls of many Kenyon College
students during the recent election
season, it would be prudent not to
forget the excitement generated by
the debate that ended last week. The
decision is made. The battle is won or
lost, and now we face a community, a
state, a country utterly changed by this
election. We should all be thankful,
regardless of political persuasion, to
have participated in such a momentous
election in American history.
As Barack Obama suggested in his
acceptance speech, now the real work
begins. The ideals of the campaign
must be transformed into the initiative
of citizens. Americans are already on
the edge of their
seats, obser ving
ever y twitch of
the enigmatic
president-elect.
Whether it’s out
of excitement, fear
or apprehension, we’re all anticipating what moves will be made. The
campaign is behind us, and now the
test becomes whether the hope we
heralded will persist despite the challenges ahead. Kenyon could take a cue
from this sentiment.
Ideological conflict can foster innovation and understanding. Although
we claim high morals, we frequently
revert to low tactics. Numerous issues,
persons and events this semester ruffled
the feathers of students from every
political and social stratum. The battle

itself, however, is not the productive
component of discourse. It’s not just
the argument, it’s the outcome. It’s
not just the ideal, it’s the interpretation; the reflection and coalescence of
ideas define discourse as a productive
practice.
Conflict is part of the human condition, but how an individual responds
to conflict defines his or her character
and the productivity of debate. Base
and disrespectful responses not only
stunt discussion, but also wholly negate
its purpose. Some of the responses
to Rita Seabrook’s article last week
(“Rape: fraternities at fault,” Nov. 6,
2008) disgraced discourse at Kenyon.
We ought to be ashamed that a community that touts
such high ideals
as does Kenyon
fails to act accordingly.
Harassment
and personal attacks are not only hurtful; they thwart
reasonable discussion. Ignoring real
issues in favor of personal attacks is a
tactic largely discouraged in political
campaigns, so why should we employ
such an ignoble strategy in our own
lives, where the aftershocks from such
attacks reverberate with more strength
and frequency? Those who feel compelled to reject rational discussion
overcompensate with insult what they
undervalue in critical thought.
Obama won’t garner approval just
because his name is nailed on the door

If you want to be
respected, you must
be respectful

of the Oval Office in January; he’ll
need to work for it. The promises and
reputations he’s constructed during his
career will be put to the test when his
high-minded hopes meet harsh reality.
Reputations are not tested in the sphere
of abstractions.
As the Obama family moves into
the White House, no doubt with an
adorable Goldendoodle in tow, retain
the momentum that grew during the
sensational campaign. Don’t recline
into apathy as the real change begins.
Challenge, question and contemplate
the considerable decisions that will
be made in the upcoming future.
Discourse is destroyed when the hope
with which we begin devolves into the
hearsay of the present. Take Obama’s
upcoming defense of his reputation and
promises as a reminder that our reputations are not developed though lofty
stereotypes, but concrete action.
Similarly, the reputations of the
individuals and organizations on campus, regardless of their philosophical
agenda or aim, are defined through
behavior. Each conflict presents a fresh
opportunity to alter one’s reputation,
and I regret to say that the responses
in the most recent conflict speak more
about the individuals themselves than
anything Seabrook’s article could have
implied. The simple truth is, if you
want to be respected, you must be
respectable, and if a man wants to be
perceived as a gentleman, he must act
like one.
—Amy Bowles ’10
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Forum: Family Feud Deluxe “Feminism Meets Frats” Edition
After hours of stationary discussion, it looks like we’re going into overtime

by Emma Stendig
Guest Columnist
Never have I ever left a venue after a
discussion and felt so frustrated, irritated
and at a loss. When I first heard that there
was going to be a discussion about what
I have now deemed the “Frat Rape”
article (“Rape: fraternities at fault,” Nov.
6, 2008), I was excited—I could not wait
to get out my laptop and just watch the
story unfold in front of my eyes. The way
I envisioned it, there would have been
ample representation from all groups.
Those who were enraged and sent allstudent e-mails which led to veiled threats
would have come and apologized for
their behavior, been given a venue where
they could have better represented their
opinion, rather than an email window
with “allstu” in the address space pressuring them to send something that will
grab attention and get their overall point
across. This was supposed to be a time for
people to have a constructive and productive conversation about multiple aspects
of Kenyon life.
Instead, as soon as I got to the meeting, I was met with too many people for a
room suited for maybe half the turnout.
An “unbiased” moderator who was
responsible for moving discussion along
declared herself at the beginning and sat
perched atop a table. She waved her hands
after one minute had elapsed, because we
all know, well-articulated points about
emotional and broad reaching subjects
can be best made within one minute or
less. I felt like I was at a special episode of
Family Feud: Deluxe “Feminism Meets
Frats” edition. People were sprawled
across the floor, professors were squished
behind me on folding chairs, but there
was a panel of girls with ample amount
of space at the front of the room. These
were obviously “those” people, who
were in support of the article, be them
the author, an enthusiastic friend or just
someone who really loves women. Pitted
almost directly across from them were the
representatives of the fraternities. Three of
these men were presidents of their respective fraternities; other members who came

to speak out flanked them. Yet, absent
from this group, and I feel regrettably so,
were those members of fraternities who
sent the more impetuous all-stus, saying
things I’m sure now they wish they could
take back. Where were these individuals?
I would like to highlight their absence as
one of the most cowardly and regrettable
aspects of the Greek showing at this meeting. Beyond that, however, I was proud of
the fraternity brothers who did attend,
who made some of the best and most
resounding points of the night and who
were, again, lamentably marginalized.
While the meeting dragged on, it
became evident that there was no real direction. Those who were in charge had no
clear purpose or goal. Obviously opening
a forum and getting discussion going and
motivating people to take action is a goal
in and of itself. But, people came looking
for answers. They came looking to know
what they could do to change things.
They wanted to be able to report back
to their brothers and say, “This is what
needs to be done.” And they were given
nothing to be able to do that. As I looked
around the group of 100 or so, I saw faces
that were agitated, perturbed and most of
all, unsatisfied. Most people who wanted
to say something probably didn’t get the
chance to voice their real opinion, having
to squeeze something into a Reader’s Digest version of what they actually meant.
A lot of times points were made and there
was no time for direct response because
someone else was already waiting to make
a point on another topic. But the minutia
of the way in which the meeting was facilitated is not my main gripe with what
went down on Tuesday night. The sheer
preposterousness of some of the subjects
addressed was downright offensive. Division housing? Making fraternities co-ed?
Is this really what we came here to talk
about? I was under the impression that we
were going to discuss women’s rights and
bettering our community so women feel
safer and more comfortable. Instead, I’m
supposed to be reminded of how much it
sucks that I can never have a room with a
bay window and a satellite because I can’t
throw on my lax pinny and join a frat. I
guess I’ll sit around my 160 square foot
Old Kenyon single and dream of the day
when I’ll be able to pledge. After all, joining a fraternity would better it, because I
am a woman. I would never want them
to throw bigger and more elaborate
parties where undoubtedly, people get
more intoxicated and the chances of

sexual assault would be heightened. Nope,
because women don’t have ideas like that.
Instead, I would bring change. Women
would be to fraternities what Obama
was to America, right? “Change you can
believe in.” Because I would not want
to slap together a last minute outfit that
most closely resembles a hooker for the
Decadence party if I was a member of that
Fraternity … no way, no how. (If you have
not detected sarcasm at this point, cease
reading the rest of this piece.)
But I better not espouse such a profraternity mindset. The last time I wrote
an article for the newspaper in any way
supporting fraternities, I heard a group
of “empowered women” talking about
it afterwards. In almost the same breath
I was called a “social climber” and an
“ignorant whore” who had my head so
far up the a**** of the fraternity members
I couldn’t see what Milk Carton I was
falling asleep in. While these remarks were
colorful and appreciated for their humor,
I took offense. Furthermore, I could not
help but wonder, “how am I supposed to
feel comfortable in this male-dominated
community if I can’t even feel comfortable
among my fellow women—women who
are going to persecute me as some sort of
philandering prostitute, because I enjoy
poorly lit parties with loud music? Perhaps
we should start looking to make changes
from the inside out, with women as the
foundation. Fraternities that throw such
parties as “Golf Pros and Tennis Hoes”
were addressed for their derogatory and
misogynist themes. Yet, if you were to walk
into any dorm on the eve of such a party,
there would undoubtedly be women
rushing around frantically trying on and
exchanging scandalous and “inappropriate” clothing for a party theme that they
overtly embrace and support.
Still, let’s not get off topic—that
would be too in keeping with the theme of
the evening. By the midpoint of the meeting, it was clear that people had different
agendas when they showed up in Samuel
Mather 202. Some people were there
simply to proselytize about their—insert
number of years it takes to gain legitimacy—experience which makes them
obviously justifiable sources for knowing
how to change such a deeply ingrained
societal problem. Others had more sincere
and personal motivations. It was evident
through teary eyes and clenched fists hidden under desks that this issue hit home.
It hit home for women and it hit home
for men, but that fact was overlooked.

Instead, a bunch of people were thrown
into a room where good points fell to
the wayside along with awful, uncalled
for rants. Women who had obviously
been personally violated in the past spoke
up and shared intimate experiences in
hopes that it would elicit reactions from
people they didn’t know, or people they
had known since orientation. Yet, what
really needed to be addressed here—the
fundamental issue that needs to be identified—is the dichotomy between men and
women, and especially between
men and women
at Kenyon.
The way
that women
treat men and
that men treat
women is unsatisfactory, to say
the least. The attitude toward sex
on this campus
is deplorable, to
say the least. And the fact that these two
issues were barely talked about tonight,
is unreasonable, to say the least. But
this was overshadowed by the match of
the night: feminists versus frats. While
independents and non-feminists filled
the room, these other voices rung out
the most. In the end, all that people were
witnessing was a battle of two Goliaths:
fraternities and feminists. While both
sides made valid and irrefutable points,
the fact that the venue made this seem
like a showdown put everyone else on
the outskirts. People who were not affiliated with any type of organization or
“ism” while also wishing to participate
found that their voices, their stories and
their words were brushed under the rug,
along with anything not about fraternities
or feminism.
And so, as one fraternity president
highlighted after almost an hour of
stationary discussion, we weren’t going
anywhere. Where was a list of things that
could be done to make our social scene less
conducive to rape? Where were the cogs
of the machine that would help women
feel more comfortable after coming forward about being assaulted? Where was
the administration saying, “this is what
we can do to help you help yourselves?”
I looked throughout the crowd and saw
long faces. Faces who knew and were
essentially calling out everyone when
they said, “Yes, we are talking about this

now, but what are we going to do about
it after today?” And the sad answer is,
most likely, nothing. I saw faces who
knew that because they attached their
name to an organization however many
years ago, were now being prosecuted for
doing so—now being held accountable
for the actions of one. And whether or
not this is fair let’s argue about it some
more; but still, these long faces were upset,
and I was upset. I was upset because I saw
my friends—my good friends, and some
people I consider my
dear friends—speak
up, speak out and try
to take a stand. But
nothing happened.
Something could
have been done
to say, “Let’s think
about this issue beyond the context of
this meeting. Let’s
address sex and the
social scene outside
of the borders of the
Frat Rape article.” But we didn’t.
So what should have happened?
I could clearly write all night about the
deficiencies of this discussion and people
will discredit and attack me because I did
so. But I can make suggestions too, and
they will be simple—things that were alluded to at the meeting today and which
by no means should go solely accredited
to me. I propose that we look at the deeper
culture of Kenyon College—the culture
where sex is sought after and attained not
respected and coveted, the culture where
both men and women speak of sexual
interactions almost entirely under the
pretenses of being intoxicated, the culture
where women want to dress up in provocative and sexual ways, the culture where
men keep tabs on the women they’ve had
sex with in little black books, this culture.
Because whether or not it leads to rape,
this culture is not okay. So women, if you
feel like you are being taken advantage
of and objectified, rethink your outfit
for the night, because whether we like it
or not, cleavage is not the number one
prescription for respect these days. And
men, if you know that your friend, be him
your “bro” or not, is treating a woman in a
less than desirable manner, don’t stand by
and let it happen, say something, because
change only comes about when people
speak up and address nasty behavior. And
while Tuesday night aimed to do so, it did
not do nearly enough.

that was certainly not the first, and hopefully not the last on this campus. Upon
further consideration, however, we realized that some messages, which might have
been more challenging to accept, were not
seriously considered by all. This seemed
to create a disconnect among many of the
forum’s attendees.
Halfway through the meeting, a few
individuals spoke up saying that they had
nothing to write, nothing to take back
to their fraternity brothers. It’s great that
fraternity members wanted to come away
with something tangible to share with
their brothers, and I think there were very
real, very important things that could be
taken back. Over and over again, women

and men said that women on this campus
are scared to come forward about cases of
sexual assault, especially when it involves a
fraternity member. And the responses that
Rita received, from harassment to veiled
threats, validate this fear.
It would be great if the solution to
sexual misconduct at Kenyon could fit
nicely on a little piece of paper with bullet
points leading us directly to the solution,
but from the number of opinions at the
forum and the strong roots of the social
structure, we know it’s not that simple.
And part of changing the social structure
is understanding the nature of the issue and
the structure of the system that perpetuates
this problem. Until we accept the presence

of a problematic culture on this campus,
we cannot begin to create a solution. It’s
not about the Greeks as individuals, but
about a social structure dominated almost
exclusively by organizations whose most
basic requirement for membership is
one’s gender.
We realize these groups have historical roots, but it’s time to create a new
history and a new environment. The
objectification of women through party
themes like “Golf Pros and Tennis Hos”
should be unacceptable. Likewise, women
should hold equal power and influence
in the social realm. Once these structures
are broken down we can start rebuilding
a social system where women’s voices will

be heard without fear. Solutions to problematic aspects of the social structure that
participants in Tuesday’s forum suggested
included abolishing fraternity control of
living spaces and not requiring fraternity
permission to use lounges. Other suggestions included an honest attempt at making fraternities co-ed. These suggestions
were not taken seriously by some at the
forum, but it is imperative that these ideas
are not taken lightly because they address
the fundamental root of gender inequality
at Kenyon. If we are serious about changing
the sexual environment on this campus,
it will mean facing some difficult truths
about our community and buckling down
for the tough work ahead.

How am I supposed
to feel comfortable
in this male-dominated community if
I can’t feel comfortable among my fellow women?

Tuesday’s forum: hopefully just the beginning of meaningful discussion

by Sivan vaineR
and lauren Zurbrugg
Guest Columnists
It was encouraging to see so many
people dedicate their time and energy to
Tuesday evening’s forum to discuss “Rape:
fraternities at fault,” (Nov. 6, 2008), and its
many responses. In our opinion, the forum
was an optimistic start to a conversation
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Faces of Kenyon:
Shuttle driver Fred Henwood
BY KELLY McPHARLIN
Staff Writer

The shuttle to Mount Vernon
is a familiar sight in Gambier,
and its driver, Fred Henwood, is
certainly a familiar face in the community.
“I enj oy
[driving the
shuttle],” Henwood said. “I
get to talk to
students from
all over.”
H e n wood has been
driving the
shuttle four
days a we ek
for the pa st
five years. He
to ok on the
job af ter he
wa s la id off
from a position at an oil
company. But
as a local resident for over 55
years, Henwood is no stranger to
the area.
“There’s a barn at the BFEC
[Brown Family Environmental
Center] that used to be a house,”
Henwood said. “That’s where I
grew up.”
When he was laid off, Henwood was looking for some money
and heard that Kenyon was looking
for someone to drive the shuttle.
Although Henwood had never

Students

driven a shuttle before, he decided
to give the job a try.
Despite his lack of experience,
Henwood has found comfort in his
interactions with the students.
“If you don’t like people, you
won’t like a job like this,” Henwood
said.
According to Henwood, the
shuttle has
been in service for over
ten years. As
for the most
frequently
requested
stops, Henwood said
t h a t Wa l Ma r t t o p s
the list.
“I have
p e o p l e
coming in
with anything—lots
RICHARD WYLDE
of mini-refrigerators. …
If I can get it in the door, I’ll haul
it,” he said.
When it comes to scheduling
and planning the shuttle’s route, the
logistics of running the shuttle can
be challenging.
“People don’t realize it can get
kind of stressful,” Henwood said.
“But it keeps you on your toes, and
that’s what I like about it.”
According to the sign at the
bookstore, the shuttle leaves from

Allison Vela ’12
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the bookstore hourly, stops along
Coschocton Road at ten minutes
past the hour, stops in downtown
Mount Vernon at 20 past the hour
and returns to campus at 30 past
the hour. However, Henwood does
not necessarily follow this schedule
exactly.
“I don’t want to have a rigid schedule,” he said. “That just
doesn’t work.”
Instead, Henwood prefers to
make a list of where riders want to
be dropped off and when they want
to be picked up.
“It’s difficult being on time,”
he said. “In a couple of runs I’ve
got 30 people wanting to go back
to Gambier. There are so many
variables … and sometimes I’ll go
to pick someone up, but they’ll see
their friends and then leave before
I get there. Some students don’t
realize that it’s not a taxi, it’s not a
limo, but it’s a shuttle.”
Many
In his free time, Henwood
enjoys spending time with his two
grandsons.
“I take them fishing, and we go
to parks together,” he said.
Although Henwood didn’t attend Kenyon himself, he has some
advice for students and graduates
alike.
“If you’re young, you should
go out and try all sorts of things,”
he said.
“I didn’t think I’d enjoy driving this much,” he said. “I equate
that with all the students here at
Kenyon.”

Freshman year, I remember the
excitement that would come from finding a four-by-six inch piece of colored
cardstock under my door. Sometimes
the cards would cause panic (Semiformal? I don’t even have semi-semiformal
dresses!), sometimes they’d cause excitement (I’ve always wanted to embrace
my inner thug!),
and sometimes
they’d cause
complete bewilderment. (What
on earth is a Bill
Party?)
This year,
however, those
pieces of colored cardstock
are scarcer than
polar bears in a
Sarah Palin administration. I
can’t remember
the last time I
went to a party
at a fraternity
lodge, and the majority of all-campus
parties I’ve planned on going to were
shut down by security long before
anyone actually showed up. The social
scene at Kenyon (or nightlife, at least)
has definitely taken a bruising under the
current party policy.
Friday night was fairly typical of
social life in Fall 08 —trekking around
campus was the thing to do. Most of
my friends spent about half-an-hour in
Old Kenyon and New Apts—and spent
twice as much time walking around
campus—before ending up at Milk
Cartons, and the night dragged on in

Christopher Yeomans

Diane Staats ’11
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Assistant Professor of Philosophy

that maybe-more-people-will-show-upbut-they-never-do sort of way.
Saturday night, however, was
momentous. Whether it was the great
bands featured at the Archon party, the
excellent student turnout, or the fact
that the party wasn’t prematurely shut
down, the “Would you still be friends
with me if I
wore this?” party was a success,
one of the few
this year. There
were Cosby/
ugly Christmas sweaters
aplenty, another sighting
of scantily-clad
lumberjacks
and more than
several t-shirts
affiliated with
religiously and
politically questionable organiDAIN WILLIAMS
zations. There
was just an air of general enthusiasm
about finally being able to go to a party
that other people would be at, where
you could get a drink, and maybe even
socialize if the volume of the music
permitted (it did not). An Old Kenyon
party inevitably leads to hallways sticky
with alcohol, way too many people in
line for the bathroom, and all conversations have to be screamed into the other
person’s ear. But it was all worth it, just
to get the feeling of a real college party
that has been conspicuously lacking as
of late. Let us hope we keep this energy
moving until next weekend.

Alice Straus

Administrative Assistant
in Admissions

Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 35
Faculty: 38.5

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

In 1994, which Disney
movie became the first
to have a direct-tovideo sequel?

Aladdin

Beauty and the Beast

The Little Mermaid

The Little Mermaid

Aladdin (The
Return of Jafar)

Which breed of dog bites
the most humans?

pit bulls

pit bulls

Labrador retrievers

German shepherds

German
shepherds.

What is the most
common mammal in
the United States?

dogs

the mouse

rat

The mouse.

When a person dies,
which sense is generally
the last to go?

touch

smell

touch

hearing

Hearing.

Name the two states in the
U.S. that are tied for the
highest number of national
parks.

Washington and Utah

Wyoming and Utah

California and Alaska

Wyoming and Virginia

California and
Alaska

Total Correct

One.

Zero.

Two.

Two.

squirrels

By Paul Bisagni
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Weinstock impresses with “Apparitions” exhibition
BY BEN MCMILLAN
Staff Writer
Jil Weinstock, whose art exhibition “Apparitions” opened Nov. 6 in
Olin Art Gallery, has transformed the
medium of photography into something completely unique. Her use of
rubber and fabric seems an odd choice
for someone who is interested in
photography, but Weinstock equates
photography with the transformation
of something three-dimensional into
two dimensions, as well as the idea of
capturing a moment in time. When
approached in this way, Weinstock’s
work makes perfect sense.
After seeing the show, the viewer
might be struck by how versatile
Weinstock’s use of rubber actually is.
While the material itself is malleable
and soft, Weinstock sticks fairly strictly
to the use of rectangular and elliptical shapes, giving the material focus.
Within this narrow focus, however,
many iterations have been made, making Weinstock’s work a truly wellrounded collection.
Along the left wall of the Olin
Gallery, the pieces “A. Arlene” and “A.
Gillian” hang illuminated. Although
Weinstock does not like to view her
work as particularly eerie or disturbing, it is difficult to escape the im-

Jil Weinstock’s “Group Portrait,” a piece in her exhibition in Olin Art Gallery.

mediate similarity of these two pieces
with skeletal shapes, most notably “A.
Arlene.” The lacy material within the
rubber would not necessarily draw to
mind a skeleton, yet the color, lighting
and style with which Weinstock has arranged the materials brings the skeletal
idea to mind. Although this might
not have been entirely intentional,
the idea works well with the themes of
Weinstock’s work. She often explores

the ideas of memory, revelation and
concealment and likes the fact that her
medium deteriorates over time. One
of the ideas that inescapably springs
from the combination of these motifs
is death.
Weinstock does not let such a
heavy theme take over the show, however. Her pieces continue to evolve.
Weinstock works with one idea for
a period of time and then will subtly

Goldwaser to give voice recital
BY NOAH HEINRICH
Staff Writer

“ The music department is
ver y gracious to someone who
wants to indulge in [music], even
if they don’t want to make it their
major course of study,” Emily
Goldwaser ’09 said. Goldwaser
is an English major who is deeply
involved with both her studies and
the Kenyon College Hillel. She is
also one of Kenyon’s spiritual advisors and a member of Mock Trial.
A member of the Chamber Singers and Take Five since she was
a first-year, Goldwaser has been
a dedicated singer for her entire
Kenyon career. Her vocal career
will come to a suitable climax on
Nov. 15, when she will perform a
solo vocal recital.
Before coming to Kenyon,
Goldwaser did not consider music to be a significant part of her
life.

“I did a little here and there,”
she said, “but in terms of professional training , I didn’t get any
until college.”
During her first year at Kenyon, she joined both the Chamber
Singers and the jazz a cappella
group Take Five. She is still a
loyal singer in both and considers

her time singing with them “the
highlight of my day.” Shortly after
Goldwaser joined the Chamber
Singers, Professor of Music Benjamin Locke encouraged her to take
voice lessons. While she is not a
music major, she enjoys training
her voice immensely.
Despite that, Goldwaser is
graduating this year and may not
be able to further develop her musical talent, at least at first.
“Right now, my main focus
is making money and furthering
my education,” she said, but “if
I do get a chance then I’ll go for
it.” Goldwaser mentioned a time
in New York when a pianist at a
club invited her up to take the
microphone.
“I got a pretty good reaction,”
she said. “It may be a pipe dream,
but it would be very satisfying.”
Goldwaser’s vocal recital will
take place on Nov. 15 at 4:00 p.m.
in Brandi Recital Hall.

Write for the Collegian
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change to something else. Her use of
zippers can be seen as one of these
transitions.
“I like to take a few ideas or pieces
from a previous stage and carry them
over to something new,” Weinstock
said. Despite such a limited material base, Weinstock has effectively
achieved this. “Champagne” looks,
upon first glance, more like a wood
panel than zippers suspended in rub-

ber. “Group Portrait” brings to mind
posed school photos, or perhaps
simply children. “Blue Ribbon,” “Sea
Foam Lace” and “Sparkle Champagne” appear almost as sea anemones,
spread out in a circular shape across the
floor from a central rubber piece.
Weinstock’s work also reflects
part of herself, and parts of her personal history show through her work.
While not on display here, Weinstock
worked for some time with her grandmother’s nightgowns after receiving
them from her grandmother before
she died. After being unsure of what
to do with the nightgowns for some
time, Weinstock finally decided to
suspend them in rubber after thinking
about the idea of capturing a moment
in time.
Weinstock’s ability to use few
materials to create something so
impressive speaks very well of her
ability as a visual artist. Her talent can
certainly be seen in the current show
at the Olin.
Weinstock’s exhibition will run
through Dec. 13 in Olin Art Gallery.
She will give an artist’s talk about her
work on Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m. in Olin
Auditorium. For more information
on the exhibition, contact Director
of the Olin Art Gallery Dan Younger
at youngerd@kenyon.edu.

Guo to perform in
junior piano recital
BY MATT COLBURN
Staff Writer
“I started playing when I was
five years old,” said Zoey Guo ’10,
a double major in mathematics and
music who will be giving her junior
piano recital
this Saturday
in Rosse Hall
Au d i t o ri um .
“I play mostly
classical music,
ranging from
Bach to late baroque and early
20th centur y
composers.”
Guo lived
in China her
entire life before coming to
Kenyon.
“My high
school had no
official band,
but I played a choral accompaniment,” Guo said.
Since coming to Kenyon, she
has performed with the String
Chamber Ensemble, the Symphonic Wind Ensemble, the Early Music
Ensemble, the Angela Waite Recital
Series and the Knox County Symphony as the first place winner of its
Young Musicians Competition. She
also gets together with her friends
Kasey Kelly ’10 and Sam Goodin
’10, who play cello and violin, to

make music.
“I like music because it’s very
abstract, and therefore conveys
some deep and complex emotion
that cannot be described by spoken
languages,” Guo said.
Guo’s program includes pieces
by Johann Sebastian Bach,
Ludwig van
Beethoven,
R o b e r t
Schumann
and Alexander
Scriabin.
“ T h e
Beethoven
piece [Piano
S o nata in F
minor, Op. 57,
“Appassionata”] is a bridge
from classical
to romantic,”
Guo said. “It’s
a very stormy
piece—it has a lot of passion
which shows Beethoven’s struggle
with life.”
Although Guo is still a junior,
she is thinking about life after
Kenyon.
“I’d like to keep performing,
not necessarily for a career in music,
but at least for my own enjoyment,”
she said.
Guo’s recital will be on Saturday, Nov. 15 at 8:00 p.m. in Rosse
Hall Auditorium.
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Tragicomedy “[sic]” discards plot “Copenhagen” not
just for physics majors
in the play as her senior thesis project.
Anderson agrees on the excitement of
the rehearsal process, saying that “it’s
“Copenhagen,” which opens this been a pleasure to work with the other
Thursday, may seem an intimidating actors and with [Takacs] as a director.
play. The play, written by Michael There’s so much energy to the entire
Frayn, tells the story of the real-life rehearsal process. It’s exciting to come
1941 meeting between physicists Niels in each night and discover something
Bohr, played by Clay von Carlowitz new.” Anderson also said that, despite
’09, and Werner Heisenberg, played the technical complexity of the play’s
by Griffin Horn ’09. This meeting, writing, the language is captivating.
which also included Bohr’s wife Mar“I was drawn to the writing, the
grethe, played by Cory Anderson ’09, way the author explores the emotional
led to the two friends never speaking stakes for the characters while using
again. The play posits an answer to the really intellectual language,” she said.
question of what happened during this “The play deals with physics, but it’s
meeting.
really about characters and their interAs a drama
actions with each
that centers on
other.”
quantum physiAnderson
cists, there are
adde d that a lportions of the
though “Copenhashow that may
gen” is filled with
seem alienating
potentially distancto general audiing characters, she’s
ences.
learned “how much
“There’s a lot
it relates to everyof technical scienday life for anyone,
tific language and
how applicable it is
historical infor- Cory Anderson ’09 to human relationmation in the play,”
ships in general.
said Dan Takacs
The characters are
’09, the play’s director. “The big ques- so specific because they’re such promition is how to make that dramatic and nent figures in such extreme circumexpressive instead of dry and technical. stances, but the situation transcends
I think we’ve resolved that issue.”
those circumstances. They’re things
Despite these challenges, there people deal with every day.”
have been definite rewards in working
Anderson cautioned that alon “Copenhagen.”
though the play is somewhat dense,
“I’ve learned so much stuff from audiences need not be intimidated.
working on this play,” said Takacs.
“It’s a play that can be understood
“The writer, Michael Frayn, is incred- by everyone, whether or not you have
ible. The show is so thematically wide a background in quantum physics,”
and the scope is so inclusive that it’s she said. “I certainly didn’t, going in.
amazing how much he fits in there.”
While physics is a central part of the
Another pleasure, added Takacs, characters’ lives, it’s more of a circumis working with “the most free and stance than a focal point of the play. It’s
experimental actors I’ve ever worked a great experience to look at characters
with. They’re willing to try anything, through a lens you wouldn’t otherwise
to go in different directions. They’ve use.”
helped me to find what the show
“Copenhagen” will be perwants to be.”
formed Thursday, Nov. 13 and SatOne such actor is Anderson, urday, Nov. 15 at 8:00 p.m. in the
who, along with Horn, is performing Hill Theater.
By Ben Mcmillan
Staff Writer

Lizzy Lee ’09, Johnny Welsh ’09 and Matt Weeks ’09 rehearse for “[sic],” their senior thesis.

By Caleb Ruopp
Staff Writer
This weekend in the Hill Theater, audiences will scratch their
heads while laughing heartily at a
type of play that has not crossed a
Kenyon stage in some time: plotless.
Melissa James Gibson’s “[sic]” is the
senior thesis of Lizzy Lee ’09, Johnny
Welsh ’09 and Matt Weeks ’09.
“The play is not about a plot,”
Welsh said, “but a set of relationships between three people. How
they function in a tiny apartment …
drives the play.”
“The relationships are among
people who are on the brink of failure,” Lee said.
“[The characters] are just trying to survive in [New York City],”
Weeks said. Among themselves,
they joke that this play shows their
worst nightmare: what’s waiting for
them out in the real world. No job,
no money and very little chance of
success.
They all agree that this play
is ver y character-driven. Frank
(Welsh) is a would-be auctioneer
who spends his time practicing
tongue-twisters. Welsh noted that
his diction had slightly improved,
a perk of the role. Theo (Weeks)
is a struggling composer trying to
compose a piece for an amusement
park ride.
“I see him as a wash-up,” Weeks

said. “He has very high stakes. Finishing this song and getting Babette
[played by Lee] are his last chance,
his last hurrah. Plus I get to play the
synthesizer, which is the best part.”
As for Babette, she’s trying
to write a book, but has writer’s
block.
“She spends most of her time
trying to get money for the book,”
Lee said. “She’s not sure what it’s
about and keeps telling other people
all about it.”
Other characters are played by
Allie Wigley ’10 and Eric Lewis ’10,
and the play is directed by Hannah
Fenlon ’09, who finished her senior
thesis, ”Fool for Love,” just a few
short weeks ago.
Choosing this play was a collective process. “We looked for a threecharacter play,” Weeks said, “one we
could relate to, and this worked.”
“We wanted a good role for
everyone,” Lee said. “We threw a lot
of names around. In the end, we just
thought it was interesting. I mean,
this script has no punctuation. Unlike a lot of plays, this brings something different to the Kenyon stage.
Plus I always wanted an opportunity
to cast myself.”
“[The play] is a tragicomedy,
with very profound moments while
at the same time being farcical,”
Welsh said. “It had three very solid
roles and a fantastic script—all
about language and how the char-

wesley keyser

acters use language. It leaves a lot
up to the actor, which is great for a
thesis play.”
“It gives us a lot of freedom. I
like that,” Lee said.
“It’s not a typical Kenyon show,”
said Weeks. “It’s really bizarrely
written; the language is really out
there.”
“It’s an extremely difficult play,”
said Fenlon. “There’s no plot, which
challenges the actors. Every moment
has to be interesting.”
Of the playwright’s writing
style, Fenlon said “she writes as she
thinks, in a stream of consciousness.
It means the actors are no longer
tied down. You can do anything
with it.”
That being said, “it calls for a
lot that’s not expressed,” Fenlon said.
“People just appear, and there are
very few stage directions.”
“It’s not about anything,” Fenlon said. “When you read about it,
it’s compared to “Seinfeld”. Really
a unique challenge for our theater
department and our audience, and
I appreciate them choosing it, not
only for the department but for the
audience as well.”
“[sic]” will be performed Friday,
Nov. 14 and Sunday, Nov. 16 at 8:00
p.m. in the Hill Theater. Tickets
are available at the box office in the
Bolton Theater and the cast and
crew advise reserving or buying
tickets early.

“[Copenhagen] deals
with physics but it’s
really about characters and their interactions with each
other.”

This week in A&E

Thursday, Nov. 13

Friday, Nov. 14

Saturday, Nov. 15

Sunday, Nov. 16

Tuesday, Nov. 18

Jil Weinstock Talk and
Reception
7:30 p.m., Olin
Auditorium

“[sic]”
by Melissa James Gibson
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

Emily Goldwaser Voice
Recital
4:00 p.m., Brandi Recital
Hall

Knox County Symphony
Children’s Concert
3:00 p.m., Rosse Hall
Auditorium

Kenyon College String
Ensemble Concert
7:00 p.m., Brandi Recital
Hall

Zoey Guo Piano Recital
8:00 p.m., Rosse Hall

“[sic]”
by Melissa James Gibson
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

Poetry Reading with poet
and fiction writer Linda
Bamber
7:30 p.m., Peirce Lounge
“Copenhagen”
by Michael Frayn
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

“Copenhagen”
by Michael Frayn
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

Collegian Weekend Sports Picks

Few Showers
62° / 41°

Weekend Weather

Wintry Mix
45° / 28°

Sunday

SPORTS

Saturday

Ladies and Lords Cross Country
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 11:00 a.m.
@ Otterbein College
NCAA Regionals

Illustrations by Ellie Jabbour

Friday

Ladies Swimming
Friday, Nov. 14 at 5:00 p.m.
KAC Natatorium
Kenyon hosts Miami University
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Cloudy
39° / 28°
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Track and Field

Football comes up
short of winning
BY NATE CRIST
Staff Writer

WESLEY KEYSER

Indoor track and field is up and running. The Lords and Ladies work to get light on their
feet indoors in the dead of winter. Pre-season practices started up as early as two weeks ago,
to prep for their opening meet, the Denison University Early Bird Meet, on Jan. 24, 2009.
Sprinters, jumpers, throwers and hurdlers have all started practicing, and the long-distance
runners will join them at the conclusion of their cross country post-season.
—Kali Greff

The Kenyon College Lords football
team (1-9, 0-7 North Coast Atlantic
Conference) came up short of pulling
off a win to end their season last Saturday,
Nov. 8, in Granville, OH. The Denison
University Big Red (5-4, 3-3 NCAC)
were too much for the Lords and came
away with the 21-7 victory. Kenyon
outgained Denison 333 to 293 yards on
offense but lost in turnovers again, the
statistic that continues to lead Kenyon
down the road to defeat.
The game began fairly slowly. The
six possessions in the first quarter resulted
in five punts and an interception. The lack
of offensive output was a testament to
the hard-nosed defenses of both teams.
The second quarter saw a flourish of
activity as Denison scored back-to-back
touchdowns. On the Big Red’s first possession of the quarter, they carved out
a 10-play, 64-yard drive to take the lead
7-0, then added to their total on their
next possession with another scoring drive
of 84 yards. Denison running back was
responsible for a 75-yard sprint to the end
zone to tally the score. The game was 14-0
Denison heading into the half.
Kenyon began the third quarter by
tossing an interception to an increasingly
grisly Big Red defense. The crowd-pleasing
antics of the home team did not faze the
stalwart Lords, however, and they took
advantage of a fumble by the Denison
quarterback to cut into Denison’s lead.
The Lords’ rejoicing did not last
long as they watched the Big Red make

a comeback. Barnes finished Denison’s
answering drive with a 22-yard dash to
score and put the Big Red in the lead
21-7, thereby redeeming himself from
his earlier fumble.
Though they came close, Kenyon
did not find the end zone again, nor the
glorious space between the field-goal
posts. A particularly hopeful 60-yard
drive to the Denison three-yard line died
tragically and prematurely when the Big
Red picked off Kenyon quarterback
Mike Hermanson ’10 one last time to
seal their win.
Kyle Toot ’10 ran 17 times for 66
yards and accounted for Kenyon’s one
touchdown. Harry von Kann ’10 pulled
in 10 passes for 124 yards. Hermanson
had a good day, despite his three interceptions, completing 20 of 37 passes
for 171 as well as running 18 times for
101 yards.
On defense, Mason Stabler ’10,
Justin Morgan ’10 and Bryan Jasin ’10 led
the team with eight tackles each.
The Lords ended their 2008 season
with room for improvement but with
a clear foundation to build on. As seen
throughout their games, they need to
diminish their turnovers and capitalize on
their drives. Many times, the Lords drove
deep into their opponent’s territory and
came away without having scored points.
In hindsight, there is little question as to
whether Kenyon can stand toe-to-toe
with other teams, for their numbers
proved they could, and their less-thanadmirable record is not the fault of a lack
of talent but preventable and unlucky
mistakes on pivotal occasions.

Field hockey’s season cut short Lords soccer kicked
out by the Bishops
BY KALI GREFF
Sports Editor

As the final leaves drifted off the
branches of the trees against the graying sky this past Saturday, Nov. 8 at the
College of Wooster, it became apparent
that any hopes for Ladies field hockey
to advance on to their third-straight bid
for the North Coast Atlantic Conference tournament championship had
been shut down. They lost to the Scots
3-0 in a highly competitive match-up
that left the Ladies feeling disappointed
and wanting another chance.
“It took me until the next day
to start feeling disappointed,” Megan
Connolly ’09 said. “After two years
winning the tournament and progressing to the NCAAs, well, it really just
stinks we’re not preparing for the first
round right now. And it’s hard for me
to think about how close we were to
the NCAAs and what an exciting and
fun opportunity we just barely missed,
[and] as a senior that’s tough.”
In their prior games against
Wooster this season, the Ladies also suffered losses: one tough loss in overtime,
3-2, on Oct. 4, and another one heavily

dominated by the Scots, 5-2, on Nov.
2. Needless to say, the Ladies pumped
up for their final showdown against
Wooster with a drive to press forward in
the NCAC tournament, but somehow
their desire could not quite translate
into the game as a whole.
The Ladies held their ground
admirably, keeping up with rowdy
Wooster for the entirety of the first
half and finishing the first portion with
both teams scoreless.
“The first half was, hands-down,
the most intense 35 minutes of field
hockey I have ever played in my life,”
Connolly said. “There were two green
cards, and girls were falling and even
flipping over each other as the game got
more and more physical. The half was
hard fought on both sides.”
The Scots left the team huddle
with a renewed energy of sorts and
stormed in, scoring the first goal of the
game within the first five minutes of the
second half. The Ladies were handed
a rare opportunity to tie the game in
minute 54, when Maggie Gilligan
’10 took a penalty stroke. Carefully
contemplating where she would aim
the ball, Gilligan took a chance and

pounded the ball toward the left side
of the net, but the Wooster goalie anticipated the direction of the shot and
made a diving stop.
The remainder of the half mostly
consisted of Kenyon trying to fend
off the aggressive attacks by Wooster’s
offense on its half of the field. This sudden but constant pressure on Kenyon’s
defense, coupled with but a few breakaway opportunities for the Ladies on
the offensive end, allowed the Scots to
surge ahead with two final goals to seal
the win, 3-0, with less than ten minutes
left on the clock.
“[Wooster] had a lot of speed
and worked well together to not only
maintain but gain possession all over the
field,” Connolly said. “I still think we are
a better team, and I know we could have
beaten them, but we didn’t.”
After the last game of the Ladies’
2008 season had been decided, three
Ladies were appointed NCAC honors.
Perrin Legg ’09, Sasha Grumman ’10
and Sophia Daly ’11 were all named to
the NCAC first team.
The Ladies conclude their season with a respectable 10-12 record
overall.

BY PETER FRANK
Staff Writer
After limping into the conference semi-finals with a 3-2
win over Earlham College and an
Ohio Wesleyan University victory,
the number four-seeded Kenyon
College Lords soccer team found
themselves playing for the right
to go to the conference finals at
Ohio Wesleyan University last
Wednesday, Nov. 5. The Lords
won the last time they played at
OWU in 2007, but lost a highly
contested match to them during
the regular season this year, 2-1.
Unfortunately, there were no upsets, and the OWU Bishops shut
the Lords out, 4-0.
The Lords held possession
for much of the match and bested
OWU in shots during the match,
but they had trouble creating
good scoring chances. The game’s
opening goal came from a shot off
a Bishop throw-in when the OWU
attacker na ile d in the g ame’s

opener off the far post. The second
goal came off a free kick that the
referee granted on a questionable call. OWU took advantage,
however, and drilled a free kick
to the far post from 20 yards out,
beating everybody. The Bishops
let Kenyon keep possession and
did an effective job capitalizing on
the Lords’ mistakes. The Bishops
scored their third and fourth goals
this way.
The L ords’ so ccer sea son
ended in a disappointing fashion.
A team as talented as they had
high hopes of making a run for the
league championship, but there’s
always next year for this squad
with no graduating seniors.
The Lords were rewarded
for their individual efforts last
Tuesday, as Miguel Barrera ’11,
Felix Hoffmann ’11 and Jeremy
Fischer ’10 were credited with
first-team North Coast Atlantic
Conference honors. Fischer also
won the Defensive Player of the
Year award.

